
[image: image1.png]CENTER FOR HEALTH POLICY
FREEMAN SPOGLI INSTITUTE
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

CENTER FOR PRIMARY CARE AND
OUTCOMES RESEARCH

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

CHP
PCOR

STANFORD






[image: image2.png]CHP
PCOR

STANFORD






Chp/pcor


Stanford University


117 Encina commons


Stanford, Ca 94305-6019





T 650.723.1020


F 650.723.1919


http://chppcor.stanford.edu





Applicant: Eran Bendavid, MD


Recommender: Douglas Owens, MD, MS





February 8, 2007








To Whom It May Concern:





It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of Eran Bendavid’s application for the US-Africa Advanced Studies Institute on Mathematical Modeling of Infectious Diseases in Africa course.  Eran has been a fellow in our center, the Center for Health Policy and Primary Care Outcomes Research, since July, 2006; concurrently, he is an infectious diseases fellow at Stanford’s division of infectious diseases.  I first met Eran when he expressed interest in our fellowship while he was a resident in internal medicine at Stanford over 2 years ago, and more recently I have mentored him directly on projects related to HIV modeling.





Eran has shown a continued commitment and excellence in research of policy questions surrounding infectious diseases in resource-poor regions.  Recently, he developed a sophisticated model to evaluate the cost effectiveness of using CD4 counters compared with symptom-based management of patients with HIV.  He used data from South Africa, and has been collaborating with colleagues at the University of Cape Town’s HIV Center.  He plans to continue in this line of work: he is currently completing the CD4 count project, and expanding that work to other diagnostic and disease management issues in resource-limited settings.  This will be of great importance to policy-makers and funding agencies as they expand their capacity to treat and follow patients with HIV.





He brings with him considerable clinical experience in general internal medicine, infectious diseases, and knowledge of the developing world.  He also has a remarkable quantitative acumen, and the combination of clinical experience, superb motivation, and mathematical ability is a recipe for success in disease modeling.  Add to that his commitment to the world’s poor, and I anticipate he will make a great impact on those fields where he will choose to focus.





During his fellowship, we plan to continue working together.  Given his interests, my experience with decision analysis, cost-effectiveness analysis, and disease modeling will be valuable as a mentor to Eran.  Previously, I developed a model of HIV disease that we applied to questions such as the cost effectiveness of adult and pre-natal screening for HIV, strategies for expanding antiretroviral treatment in Russia, and effects of HIV vaccines.  Though most of my work has examined the HIV epidemic in the United States, I am eager to look at some of the salient issues surrounding HIV and other infectious diseases in poor regions with Eran.  In addition to me, several colleagues at Stanford have the interest and expertise to provide advanced mathematical mentoring that I am sure will build on the material presented in Cape Town.





Eran is a remarkable physician with many strengths that make him particularly suitable to helping improve the care of infectious diseases in the developing world using the tools of disease modeling and health policy analysis.  I anticipate that he will bring a unique set of strengths to AIMS, and that he will benefit greatly from both the academic part of the course as well as the collaboration with others who are interested in similar issues and methods.  In the strongest terms, I highly support his participation in the course for both his and every one else’s benefit.





Sincerely,











Douglas K. Owens, MD, MS


Professor of Medicine and of Health Research and Policy


Director, Program on Clinical Decision Making and Guideline Development


Center for Primary Care and Outcomes Research


Center for Health Policy


Stanford University




















