It is with distinct pleasure and great satisfaction to recommend Mr. Akongnwi Clement Mformbele to the “US-Africa advanced  studies institute on mathematical modeling of infectious diseases in Africa”. I have known him for four years as a mentor, co-advisor, teacher and committee member for his dissertation. 
Clement is currently carrying out research in mathematical biology. His PhD dissertation is on the analysis of transportation of oxygen and other substrates in multi-capillary system of the skeletal muscles. The use of Mathematics in studying Biological phenomena is growing everyday. He has developed models applicable to transport phenomena from capillaries to tissues. This research has several extensions especially to drug administration to tumor growth in cancer chemotherapy. The mathematics involves solving a combination of systems of ordinary and partial differential equations and also using asymptotic and perturbation techniques in analyzing partial differential equations. He extensively use Matlab to carry out simulations.  

Clement is originally from Africa. He is verse with modeling of some infectious diseases like Malaria, HIV/AIDS and filaria.  Attending this workshop/program will open new fronts for future research. The main goal of Lehigh University is  to train Clement so that he useful to his continent and the world in general. Giving him the opportunity to attend this workshop/program will give Lehigh University the unique opportunity to fulfill its goal. 
He is also very capable to carry out inter-discipline research because of his broad and solid background (BS mathematics/computer science, MS Mathematics [pure], MS statistics, MS Applied mathematics, has excellent knowledge of Biology). He has just the right ingredients in modeling infectious diseases in Africa. He makes a perfect fit for this workshop.

When he returns from  this workshop/program we will develop new research directions for the department especially for modeling infectious  diseases and in particular Malaria, HIV/AIDS, Filaria and other infectious diseases. His research will be very helpful for the continent of Africa.

Akongnwi Clement Mformbele is very bright, energetic, compassionate and genuinely well rounded. He has the winning attitude that embraces all challenges. Indeed he is an extraordinary young man who is diligent, hard working, well cultured, kind, smart, mature, friendly and assiduous. He can easily adjust to circumstances and work easily with a team. 

He was awarded with the rare and prestigious Deans fellowship in 2003(due to his excellent scholastic background) which earned him a position to pursue a PhD in Applied Mathematics at Lehigh University. He will complete his PhD in December 2007(nearly 3 years earlier than the normal average time). He was successful in the comprehensive exams at his first trial. He was the only student in his class who made the PhD qualifying exams. All this goes to illustrate how hard working he is. 
I taught him all the courses in Differential Equations(ODE & PDE). He was the  best of all the students in his class. I rate him in the top 1% of the students I have taught in my career. 

His solid background in pure mathematics, statistics and applied mathematics will make him an excellent researcher. Despite being offered the fellowship into Lehigh, he opted to be a teaching assistant in order to have more experience. He has also taught in high school, college and university in Cameroon. With the difficulties that students faced, he was prompted to write text books in mathematics which are widely used in his home country. He was awarded the “Best Summer Excel professor” award for two consecutive years at Lehigh University for teaching (pre-calculus, calculus 1&2). Please see attached CV for Clement.
It is clear to me as I hope it is to you that this young man, Akongnwi Clement Mformbele, is an exceptional candidate, one that will contribute greatly in greatly research in infectious diseases in Africa. I wholeheartedly/strongly recommend him without any reservations to this Workshop/program. I can not imagine a better candidate for this workshop/program apart from him. Please do not hesitate to contact me by email(liz5@lehigh.edu) in case you need any further information or questions.
Thanks

Sincerely

Linghai Zhang

