16 February 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of Sarah Radke’s application to attend the US-Africa Advanced Studies Institute on Mathematical Modeling of Infectious Diseases in Africa.

Sarah has been my advisee for nearly two years.  She and I share a common interest in mathematical modeling and we have been pursuing potential modeling projects for her dissertation.  Sarah has a strong mathematical and analytical background and excelled in UNC’s mathematical modeling course taught by my colleague Dr. Annelies Van Rie.  

Many of my studies are based in Malawi and Sarah accompanied me there last summer as part of the University of Malawi-UNC Summer Institute.  She integrated well with the Malawian public health students and successfully completed her internship project assisting the Blantyre District Health Officer to estimate the prevalence of schistosomiasis in school aged children.  Sarah showed great enthusiasm for her work in Malawi and seemed to thoroughly enjoy her time there.  She has expressed desire to do future work in developing countries and I believe that with her math background and interest in vaccines, mathematical modeling is a good fit for her.  Sarah would be an asset to your program.
I am excited about this opportunity for Sarah and commit to continue mentoring her in mathematical modeling projects upon her return from your course.
If you want any additional information, please feel free to contact me any time.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steven Meshnick

University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill

CB #7435

Chapel Hill, NC 27599

Phone: 919- 966-7414
Email: meshnick@email.unc.edu
