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January 11,2007
To: The SACEMA workshop organizers.
I am pleased to support Eran Ben-David’s application to the Advanced Study Institute, June 11-June 22, 2007 and workshop June 25-27, 2007.  Eran is an infectious disease fellow at Stanford who completed medical school at Harvard, and clinical training in Internal Medicine at Penn and Stanford, bringing an interest and some experience in health care policy and health services delivery to his fellowship. His interest seems to lie in cost-effectiveness and health services delivery, applied to critical policy, and practice in HIV and TB, and the treatment roll-out in Southern Africa. He has had an opportunity to work with Robin Wood and his team at the Desmond Tutu HIV Center, and is eager to bring his mathematical skills and clinical experience to bear on the epidmics of HIV and TB in Southern Africa. 

As a virologist and clinician, my laboratory and clinical interests are focused on the selection of antiretroviral drug resistance, optimizing the use of ARVs in the  prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (and treatment options for women) and a range of health service delivery issues including lower cost diagnostics, using innovative bio-technology  to monitor virus load, CD4 cells, adherence and the  emergence of drug resistance. In South Africa and Zimbabwe I have established a multidisciplinary consortium, the Southern African Treatment Research Network (www.saturn4HIV.org). Our aim, working between the MRC, University of Zimbabwe, UCT, UWC, Wits, and U of Pretoria  is interdisciplinary collaboration in bioinformatics, virology and medicine to accrue, curate and analyze publicly accessible drug resistance data linked to well characterized cohorts. The goal is to understand the evolving epidemic of subtype C HIV in the setting of increased treatment access. In this endeavor we have developed collaborations among experts in virology, bioinformatics, data management and statistics in Southern Africa. We are working with the epidemiologists and clinicians in the recently formed IEDeA consortia in Africa, to make drug resistance informatics and genomics expertise available to modelers and ultimately to direct policy makers. 

Through the modeling course and workshop, Eran will have the opportunity to strengthen his ties to the DTHC, UCT and the community of scientists in South Africa. At Stanford, Eran has accepted a fellowship in health services research with Doug Owens, an expert in cost-effectiveness and health care utilization with considerable experience in HIV diagnostics. He is a very bright young physician who will be acquiring the skills to develop an independent research program with full, support from the Infectious Disease and Health Services faculty at Stanford. I think he will benefit from the course and workshop, and can make significant contributions to our expanding resistance data base (http://HIVdb.stanford.edu) and the evolving program and projects between virologists and scientists at Stanford, UWC and UCT. Please let me know if I can provide any further information, and thank you for making this exciting international training and collaboration possible.

  [image: image2.png]David Katzenstein, MD.




