Dear Fred:

A number of my students have applied for the Workshop in South Africa and I thought I should provide a short statement on each one of them. I can provide a longer statement if that would be more helpful:

1. Devroy McFarlane; Devroy is my PhD student and his research interests are in the general area of mathematical biology. So far, he has been studying mathematical models of various diseases. To date, he has developed a cancer model and he has started analyzing the model. The workshop would expose Devroy to the general area of infectious diseases and the research outcome could lead to a chapter or chapters of his Ph. D. theses. Devroy works hard and gets along well with people. It will be a joy to have him as a participant in the workshop. Devroy McFarlane has never been to Africa.
2. Anike Oliver: Anike Oliver is a first year Ph. D. student. In fact, she is in her second semester in graduate school at Howard University. Anike had her BS degree from Howard University and then taught high school for about 5 years. She is interested in the general area of mathematical biology. Anike Oliver participated in MTBI program of Carlos Castillo-Chavez at Cornell University about six years ago. She asked for a similar program as a way of preparing her for a Ph. D. work.  She is an ideal candidate for the workshop. This would expose her to possible research topics in infectious diseases while exposing her to researchers and students from Africa. Anike Oliver has never been to Africa.
3. Ashley Crump: Crump is an excellent undergraduate mathematics major in the honors program. I have been working with Ashley for about 2 years now. She participated in an REU program at Cornell University last year. She plans to go to graduate school. Her research interests are in discrete mathematics and mathematical models. Ashley is also interested in the homeland security surveillance project. She will be graduating in the spring of 2008. This workshop would provide her a unique opportunity to be in Africa and establish connections that is usually unavailable to undergraduate students. The honors program of Howard University will be funding her trip. Ms. Crump is just seeking invitation to participate in the workshop. This could be our initial candidate for the US-South Africa REU….without the cost. Ashley Crump has never been to Africa.
4. Bassidy Dembele: Dembele is an advanced Ph. D. student at Howard University. He would be having his Ph. D. in the spring of 2008.  He participated in the last year’s workshop in South Africa. Since then, he has made significant progress on his malaria model and is now putting together a manuscript for publication with Avner Friedman as co-author. He is one of the success stories of the last workshop and we should invite him to give a talk in the conference after the workshop.  He would also benefit from the workshop.

5. Evelyn Thomas: Evelyn is a third year Ph. D. student at Howard University.  Her research interests are in infectious diseases in people of African descent. In particular, she is interested in HIV. Her participation in the workshop would expose of her to other researchers with common interest. In some sense, her research is the one that best fits the workshop agenda. She participated in the first workshop in South Africa and is poised to give a talk in the follow up workshop.

6. Nicole Ramsey: Nicole Ramsey is an excellent undergraduate biology major in the honors program. She is scheduled to graduate in May of this year, 2007. She has secured admission to Cornell University MD/Ph. D. program. He program at Cornell starts after the workshop. She participated in the first workshop in South Africa and cannot wait to go back and learn the techniques of mathematical model for infectious diseases. By the time of the workshop, she would be a graduate and will need funding. As you saw from her first participation, Nicole is a rising star and the workshop coupled with her medical school training would prepare her for significant contributions to tropical diseases. 
It is now more difficult to rank the students. However, if I must, below is my ranking.

1. Devroy McFarlane (African-American)

2. Evelyn Thomas (African-American)

3. Bassidy Dembele (African)

4. Anike Oliver (African-American)

5. Ashley Crump (African-American, Undergraduate need no funding)

6. Nicole Ramsey (African-American)

I’ll be the research advisor of all these students on their research. In fact, I’m already working with each of the students.

Abdul-Aziz Yakubu

ayakubu@howard.edu
