                                                                                                  VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY

Petersburg, VA  23806

School of Engineering, Science and Technology

Department of Mathematics and Computer Science
Phone (804) 524-5920

P. O. Box 9068
Fax (804) 524-5746

 February 11, 2007
TTD (804) 524-5487

Letter of Recommendation

Applicants’ Name: Camisha Parker

Mentors’ Name: Dr. Krishan Agrawal

    To: The Selection Committee

           DIMACS/SACEMA/AIMS Advanced Study Institute

   This gives me great pleasure in recommending Ms Camisha Parker to attend       Advanced Study Institute on Mathematical Modeling of Infectious Diseases in Africa this summer. I have known Camisha for the past two years while she was a graduate student in the Department of Mathematics& Computer Science at Virginia State University (VSU). She has just completed (December 2006) her Master of Science degree in mathematics from our department and I was her thesis advisor. The title of her thesis is “Evaluation of a Laguerre Deconvolution Method for Time-resolved Fluorescence in Layered Biological Tissue”. This work is based on numerical modeling of a non-linear biological system which was done during her internship in the summer of 2006 at the   Center for Devices& Radiological Health of Federal Drug Administration (FDA). She may not have background in epidemiology per say, but does have chemistry & mathematics background therefore she will be quick to learn. 
 Camisha is highly motivated and hard working individual. The internship at FDA has strengthened her background in data analysis and independent research. Also, as a Graduate Teaching Assistant in the department she has helped large number of students in various mathematics courses. She is very social and always ready to help others.
 The Mathematics & Computer Science Department at VSU does not have Ph.D. program, however, Camisha planning to continue her graduate studies at                         George Mason University. I am confidant she will excel as a graduate student no matter where she goes.
  If you need any additional information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Krishan Agrawal

Professor of Mathematics

Department of Mathematics and Computer Science

Virginia State University

Petersburg VA 23806

