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To Whom It May Concern:

I first met Alex Perkins when he interviewed for graduate school in the Spring of 2006, and have worked closely with him since he entered graduate school at UC Davis in the fall of 2006.   He is among the very best students that I have had the pleasure of working with, and is clearly at least the equal (at the same stage) of the very best students that I have supervised (Perry de Valpine, Chris Ray, Richard Gomulkiewicz).  I meet with him on a regular basis, so know his strengths quite well.

I was very impressed by the poster he presented at the Ecological Society of America based on his research as an undergraduate.  This was work of the quality and inventiveness one would expect of someone much further along.  

Alex has real command of quantitative approaches as well as real appreciation for biological questions.  His long term research goals of working at the interface of behavior and ecology are likely to lead to truly important work.  The ability to use a wide variety of quantitative approaches effectively (I have seen evidence of this in the class I am teaching that he is a student in) is also another important plus.  He has already shown the ability to conduct relatively independent research, and certainly has the skills and temperament to do so in the future.  He also is clearly receptive and open to new ideas and input from others.  I have read work that he has written, and here, too, he has all the skills required.  His comments and questions at our lab meeting also have shown deep insights.  He also spends the time to read through the literature to get the appropriate background.
Alex has also will be in a position to apply his work to problems in ecology that would have societal impacts, and has shown interest in teaching and working with a wide variety of students.  
I am truly looking forward to working with Alex over the next few years.  He has begun work on several projects, and is much farther along than any other student at the same stage I have seen during my time at Davis.  Although I have only worked closely with him for a few months, I must say that he shows signs of exceeding the high expectations I had when he applied to graduate school at Davis.  

Sincerely,
Alan Hastings

Distinguished Professor
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