Center for Health and Social Research
Classroom Building A 203

Buffalo State

1300 Elmwood Avenue

Buffalo, NY  14222

Phone:  (716) 878-6137
Fax:  (716) 878-5905

e-mail:  wieczowf@buffalolstate.edu
January 18, 2007
Applicant:  Alan Delmerico

Mentor: Dr. William F. Wieczorek

RE:  Letter of support/mentorship
I am quite pleased to be able to give my unequivocal support for the application of Alan Delmerico to participate in the DIMACS US-Africa Advanced Study Institute on Mathematical Modeling of Infectious Diseases in Africa.  Alan is one of the most talented graduate students that I’ve had the opportunity to work with over the past two decades.  I have worked closely with him for several years, including his Masters project and now as he is working on his doctorate in geography.  He is highly skilled and quite well-trained in quantitative techniques, especially econometrics and spatial statistics.  Alan thinks clearly, writes well, is persistent, and has quite high intellect.
Most importantly, in my opinion, is that Alan has the appropriate personality and temperament for this program.  He has previous international experience and he is personally committed to developing a career that utilizes his substantial talents to make a difference by improving peoples’ lives and opportunities.   His adaptability to local conditions and his interest in cross-cultural collaboration is both keen and honest.  Furthermore, I believe that Alan brings valuable perspectives from the fields of economics and geography that could lead to innovative contributions to the modeling of infectious diseases.
You can be assured that when he returns from this advanced institute, I will mentor Alan in his work on modeling infectious diseases in Africa.  Modeling is a topic in which I have developed tremendous interest over the past several years.  In fact, I currently have a grant submission to NIH in collaboration with Dr. Edward Wegman (Chair of the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Applied and Theoretical Statistics) to develop an agent-based model of a behavioral health ecosystem.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions are require additional information. 
 Sincerely,
William F. Wieczorek, Ph.D.
Director and Professor
