Letter of recommendation for Akongnwi Clement Mformbele.
I am writing this recommendation as the PhD advisor of Akongnwi Clement. He came to Lehigh University from Cameroon(a Central West African country),where he had an outstanding record as a student and teacher. Here at Lehigh University, Clement excelled in all of his courses and quickly passed his PhD qualifying exam(a record breaking for the department for the first time) with distinction. During this time, he acquired a broad background through courses in pure and applied mathematics, numerical analysis and mathematical biology. He also worked very successfully as a teaching assistant, through which he clearly demonstrated his competence as an outstanding teacher and his commitment to teaching and to his students.

Clement is doing his Ph.D. dissertation under my direction on mathematical Biology, specifically on oxygen and substrate transport to tissue. Most work in this area focuses on the exchange between a single capillary and a surrounding region of tissue. However there is a significant interaction among all the capillaries forming a vascular bed, and it is the study of such multiple capillaries systems that is the focus of Clement’s research. This leads to a very complex mathematical problem that has never before been attempted. Clement obtained very nice and useful analytic solutions using singular perturbation techniques and multiple scale time analysis. 
Clement’s research require him to learn an entirely new area, microcirculatory physiology, which he had never seen before, and to apply mathematical techniques that he has never known before. He learned all these things very quickly, as well as programming capability necessary to obtain numerical results from his analytic solutions. This research helped him to develop the necessary skills to apply advanced mathematical techniques to complex physical problems including epidemiology. 

Clement will be finished with his Ph.D. next academic year. I am prepared to keep him as a postdoctoral student to carry out more research. Attending the workshop in South Africa will be very useful for him and me because we will extend his research to epidemiology. This will involve modeling of diseases like malaria, HIV/AIDS, Ebola fever, and the so many infectious diseases plaguing Africa.  More so this will be a double gain for the continent because once Clement goes back to Africa(his home continent) he will be able to apply this research and help his own people. With his broad base (pure mathematics, statistics, applied mathematics and computer science) he will be very capable of carrying out interdisciplinary research.

For the more than 40 years that I have been teaching, I rate Clement in the upper 99.9 percentile of all the students that I have taught. He is so exceptional, bright, energetic, compassionate, and genuinely well-rounded. He has the winning attitude that embraces all challenges.
I wholeheartedly recommend him without any reservation. Clement is an extremely dedicated and hard working student who puts an enormous amount of effort into his work. He is a perfect fit for the workshop since he will eventually end in Africa and I am 100% prepared to help him on this area of mathematical biology. He will benefit greatly from the opportunity this workshop provides in general and Africa will benefit even more in particular in the long run. Please do not hesitate to contact me at eps0@lehigh.edu (tel: 6107583629) any  if you need any other information from me concerning him.
Sincerely Yours

Eric P. Salathe

