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Integrating Research in the development of effective disease surveillance methods and infectious disease prevention is a critical component in addressing the global problems plaguing our nations.  In the past ten years, there have been numerous advances in Epidemiology that have greatly benefited our country.  Unfortunately, these advances continue to widen the gap between those who have access to these services and those who do not.  A great philosopher once enunciated, “each journey begins with one step.”  My participation in this Advanced Study Institute would bring me one step further on my journey of using research to bridge the gap between the life expectancy of children in the United Stated as well as other developing countries.  Having the opportunity to gain knowledge in my chosen field of study from another country’s prospective with my peers and from some of the premier faculty in the field will provide me with the foundation needed to complete my journey.  

As an undergraduate Health Administration and Policy Program major, I spent a majority of my time struggling to find an area of study that I had a strong desire to pursue.  During my sophomore year, I enrolled in a “Global Health Issues” class. Upon entering the course, I was unaware of the current healthcare crisis around the world.  The knowledge I gained from this course sparked a strong internal desire to pursue as a Public Health Practitioner.  It became my goal and passion to use my strong aptitude ion Math and Science, and quantitative data analysis to strengthen the capacities of families, communities, societies and governments to identify and reduce barriers to health and wellness through practical application. 
Thus I was very interested to see your Advanced Study Institute. My interests and background seem to be an ideal match for this Institute. I am an organized and self motivated worker. I possess strong skills in Math and Science and have demonstrated them through my 4.0 grade point average at the School of Public Health at Morgan State University. My current position as a Research Technician at the National Institutes of Health has expanded my skill set on Data analysis, statistical research methods, and monitoring and evaluating disease surveillance efforts. 

My flexibility and willingness to work in a wide range of capacities, attention to detail, and genuine interest in contributing to a project focused on improving health care in all populations make me a strong candidate for the position. My academic background has afforded me many research opportunities; while my international upbringing has given me a healthy global perspective, the ability to speak two languages fluently, and the passion to work with developing nations, particularly countries in Africa. As I move forward with plans to pursue a Masters of Public Health Degree in Global/International Health, I am looking to for opportunities as this, to serve as the footwork of my research at Morgan State and also allow me experience, growth opportunities and invaluable exposure to the field.  

Acceptance into your program will prove to be beneficial for both parties.  The program will gain a motivated, hardworking individual who is ready and willing to accept any challenge. More importantly, I will acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to make a positive impact on the global healthcare crisis of emerging and re-emerging diseases..

