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Statement of Interest

Currently, there is a trend in the educational pipeline that exists among students in the United States.  Research shows that in institutions all over America, from elementary school through higher education, students of color consistently under-perform when their performance is compared to that of their white counterparts in various academic disciplines.  However, it is unequivocally evident in the field of Mathematics.  This predicament is one of the primary reasons why I decided to further my education and follow one of my many passions by earning a doctoral degree in mathematics, specifically in the field of mathematical and biological research.  Not only will I be doing something exciting, innovative, and necessary, but I will also be contributing to society by dispelling the myth that Doctoral Degrees in Mathematics are not attainable by African American females in this country.
My love of mathematics started as a child.  However, I began to really appreciate it and see its benefits when I was an undergrad at Howard University.  One of my first mathematics professors at Howard University, Dr. Aziz Yakubu, noticed my strong work ethic and introduced me to the Mathematical, Theoretical, and Biological Institute (MTBI).  I had a wonderful experience in Ithaca, at Cornell University in the summer of 1999.  My group studied the Ebola virus, and we were able to use stochastic models to determine the rate at which people exposed to the Ebola virus would have to be quarantined to prevent an epidemic.  It was a very fascinating experience because I was able to tackle real life problems and come up with probable solutions.  I am looking forward another research opportunity that will expose me to other opportunities in the field of mathematics and biology.
I believe that I will be a good fit for the DIMACS program because I have a keen eye for finding the solution to problems.  By employing my creativity and critical thinking skills, I can look at a problem and analyze it thoroughly.  Lately, I find that I enjoy studying mathematical models, and I believe this will be a great asset to the ongoing projects at The Center for Discrete Mathematics and Theoretical Computer Science.  I would like an opportunity to make significant contributions in this field, and if I am chosen for this program I will dedicate myself to achieving that goal.
