IN DISCRETE MATHEMATICS...

Credits...

Founding Editor Joseph G. Rosenstein
is Director of the Leadership Program
in Discrete Mathematics and teaches
at Rutgers University. Deborah S.
Franzblau i1s Education Coordinator at
DIMACS and has taught at Vassar
College in Poughkeepsie, New York.
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Editor...

The editor of the Newsletter is Deborah
S. Franzblau. This issue was composed
on Microsoft Publisher by Bonnie Katz.

Authors...

*  Diane Amelotte (LP ‘93) teaches at
Cole Junior High School in East
Greenwich, Rhode Island.

* L. Charles Biehl (LP ‘90) teaches at
Academies of Wilmington High
School in Wilmington, Delaware.

*  William Bowdish (LP ‘92) teaches
at Sharon High School in Sharon,
Massachusetts.

*  Kevin DeVizia (LP ‘92) teaches at
Delaware Valley High School in
Milford, Pennsylvania.

*  Michael Ecsedy (LP ‘92) teaches at
Joel Barlow High School in West
Redding, Connecticut.

*  Sherida Hare (LP ‘92) teaches at
Bellport High School in Brook-
haven, New York.

*  Joseph Malkevitch teaches at York
College of the City University of
New York.

Call for Authors...

This newsletter is written entirely by you,
our readers. /n Discrete Mathematics
welcomes articles (even in rough form),
letters, math problems.... We especially
want to hear about your classroom expe-
riences with discrete mathematics. Please
send all contributions to the Editor,
Deborah  Franzblau, by email:
franzbla@dimacs.rutgers.edu; or regular
mail: DM Newsletter, P.O. Box 10867,
New Brunswick, NJ 08906.

Subscriptions...

Please send us the name, address, phone
number, and school of any teacher who
should receive a copy of this Newsletter,
and we will include him/her on our
mailing list. (See the last page for a
subscription form.)
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Classroom Ideas...

A certain number of people are in a
room. If each person shakes the hand
of every other person how many
handshakes will occur? By physical
experimentation we found that the
first person shook hands with one less
person than the total number of
people in the line. Each person there-
after shook one less hand than the
person before. Another method that
led to the same pattern was to use a
polygon which had the same number
of sides as the number of people.
When we added the number of
diagonals to the number of sides it
gave us the number of handshakes.

Marion Gorman (LP '92)




