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Future historians, looking back at the developments of
the late 20th century, will refer to our era as the
“Information Age.” In order to prepare our students
for the developments yet to come 1n the 21st century,
we must seize every opportunity to employ new tech-
niques for the exchange of knowledge. The World
Wide Web provides precisely this opportunity.
Teachers must become evangelists spreading the word
of the rich global community blossoming on the
Internet.

Yes, there are those who speak of the “evils”
of the Web. Only the naive would deny that offensive
material does exist on the Internet. In the past there
have also been those who have led crusades to ban
great works of literature, and to remove televisions
and videos from the path of our children. Yet some-
how, we have managed to use these devices to the
benefit of education because dedicated teachers have
shown the way. With support from the education com-
munity we can establish a safe learning environment
on the Internet for our students.

Teachers must understand that the Internet 15
a powerful research tool and like other educational
tools students should be taught its proper use. They
need to learn to discriminate between “good” and
“bad” Internet resources. If not informed, students
may assume that everything they read is correct.
Every site should be evaluated using the following
questions:

e Is the information accurate and up-to-date?
» Are the links to other sites maintained?
e Is the information biased?
* Was the site created by a person
knowledgeable about the subject matter?
» Is the site affiliated with an organization?
* Can you confirm the truth of the information given?

In a recent class discussion the question was
asked, “When does the 21st century begin.” Students
debated the issue, eventually narrowing the field to
January 1, 2000 or January 1, 2001. Two students
journeyed to the library to find the answer. They
returned with a book titled Major Events of the 20th
Century. The book began with the year 1900, their
conclusion was that the 20th century began in 1900
therefore the 21st century must begin in 2000. A
more directed search led to the World Book
Encyclopedia and the correct information that the turn
of the century will be January 1, 2001. An internet
search gave similar results. At one site,




